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SO YO U ’ VE
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STA RT I N G A CLUB
O N YO U R CAMPUS
TO P R O M OTE
A N I M A L RIGHTS.
CO N G RAT S!

T H E FO U R F ’ S
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College is a place where many people are first
venturing out on their own, and it’s the first
time that many students really get to question
the world around them. It might be the first
time that they think actively about what they
are consuming, and it’s up to you, as someone
who is educated, to help them learn about the
horrors that await animals who are raised on
factory farms, killed for their skin, tested on in
laboratories, or abused in the entertainment
industry. That’s what college is all about,
anyway: education.

Starting a student group is extremely easy, and while most schools differ in terms
of what they will ask you to do, the tasks can be summarized in terms of the four
F’s: friends, faculty, foundation, and filing:

F RIENDS

REACH OUT TO YOUR FRIENDS, your acquaintances, and that kid eating a
veggie burger over there! There are plenty of people likely to support your
decision to start a group.

FAC ULT Y

TALK TO YOUR FAVORITE PROFESSOR and ask him or her to act as an
adviser to your group. Professors are meant to help their students develop
and will often be happy to sign on as a faculty adviser.

F OUNDATION
F ILING

DRAFT A CONSTITUTION, which will serve as the backbone of your group.
It will let new members as well as the faculty know what your mission
is. You can see a sample constitution at the end of this pack. Use it as a
template to create your own!
FILL OUT THAT PAPERWORK! It’s important to file it with your school’s
administration promptly. The quicker that you get the paperwork filed,
the sooner that you can start holding fun events.
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NOW THAT YOU
HAVE THAT
SETTLED, IT’S
TIME TO MAKE
YOUR PRESENC E
KNOWN .

1)

FIRST OF ALL, WE ALL LIVE IN A
DIGITAL BUBBLE, so use that to your
advantage. Many schools offer website
space to clubs through sites such as
OrgSync. Find out whether your school
does, and take advantage of it. Some
schools will look at the popularity of
their groups’ pages and allot funds
based on that traffic. If you make
your page popular, you might be
handsomely rewarded for what ends
up being very little work.

2)

THEN THERE IS THE TRADITIONAL
SOCIAL MEDIA. Create a Facebook
account. Instagram and Pinterest can
also be useful to promote your club via
pictures and videos. A picture says a
thousand words, and by posting photos
of all the vegan potlucks and food
giveaways that you’ll end up having,
you might bring more attention than
you’d expect to your club.

3)

FINALLY, DON’T BE AFRAID TO USE
OLD-FASHIONED TECHNIQUES, such
as hanging up tear-off fliers with
your group’s info. Leaving these on
all the corkboards around your school
will allow you to cover all fronts, IRL
and online. Take advantage of every
opportunity that you have to promote
your animal rights group, and people
will join!
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O N C E YOU HAVE YOUR
M E M B E RS AND OFFIC ERS
A N D H AVE DONE YOUR
FO U R F ’ S, YOU CAN
STA RT PLANNING SOME
F U N E V ENT S .
SMALL BUZZ-BUILDING EVEN T S D O
TWO THINGS.
FIRST, THEY INTRODUCE PEOPLE
TO THE IDEA OF ANIMAL RIGHTS.

SECOND, THEY GET PEOPLE
TALKING ABOUT YOUR GROUP
.

S M A L L EVENTS ARE EASY TO PUT ON, TAKE LIT T L E
E F FO RT TO PLAN, AND, ABOVE ALL, ARE FUN!
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING IDEAS:

LEAFLETING

This is a no-brainer. E-mail College@peta2.com to request
leaflets, DVDs, and stickers to hand out to passersby. Students
always need something to read while they are sitting in a threehour lecture about the history of the teacup in Western society.

CHALKING SIDEWALKS

Grab a box of sidewalk chalk, and go to town on your campus. Get
some members of the group to join you, and leave slogans all over
your campus’s walkways. It’s like leafleting to everyone the next
day while you’re sleeping in.

TABLING

It’s like leafleting, but you get to decorate your table in order to
draw people in. Get a laptop, and show a video to grab people’s

attention. Have short conversations with people who stop by, get
them to leave their contact information, and build your group.

WRITING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Stay up to date about what is going on in the world. Write letters
to the editor of your school’s paper if you see someone mention
a zoo or a particular restaurant. Use that opportunity to educate
people about why zoos are prisons for animals or about the
delicious vegan options that students can get while eating out.

FOOD GIVEAWAYS

Who doesn’t like food? Providing food is a surefire way to get
people to listen to what you have to say, and with delicious vegan
treats in their mouth, they can’t argue.
PETA2’S GUIDE TO STARTING A STUDENT GROUP
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ON THE FLIPSIDE
OF THE SMALL, FU N
BUZZ-BUILDING
ACTIVITIES, WE HAV E
BIGGER CAMPAIGN S .
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*

*

GET VEGAN OPTIONS IN THE DINING HALLS: Petition

*

SCORE AN ALL-VEGAN DINING HALL: Help your school

*

CUT OUT DISSECTION: Cut class, not frogs! Humane

for more vegan options. Talk with people in dining services,
show them how much support there is for healthy vegan food
in the dining halls, and make it happen.

keep up with trendsetting schools such as the University of
North Texas and the University of California–San Diego by
having a dedicated all-vegan dining facility!

alternatives have proved to be better at teaching students
as well as much more financially viable for schools.

*

KEEP CRUEL CIRCUSES AWAY: Let your school

*

BAN LIVE-ANIMAL MASCOTS: Mascot costumes are more

administration know that these cruel 19th-century relics are not
in line with the forward-thinking nature of modern universities.

ethical and far less dangerous than a live animal, such as a bear!
One thing that you should always keep in the back of your
mind is who will take over your group. Too many effective
college groups fall apart when the previous leadership
graduates. Keep an eye out for potential leaders, and your
group will last long after you’re gone!

DON’T FORGET TO E-MAIL College@peta2.com
for help with your larger campaigns!
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Sample Constitution of an
Animal Rights Club
Article I—General
Section 1: The official name of this organization shall be the Animal Rights Club.
Section 2: The club shall operate as a nonprofit organization.
Section 3: The student group will comply with all university policies and procedures as well as local,
state, and federal laws and regulations.
Section 4: This organization shall exist for the following purposes:
a. To provide speakers with a forum to make presentations of timely interest to members on
contemporary aspects of animal rights
b. To provide students who are vegan, vegetarian, or simply interested in learning more about the
animal rights movement with a support group.
c. To promote the rights of animals to the student body as well as the faculty by petitioning for more
vegan food options on campus, an end to dissection in classrooms, a campuswide ban on animal
acts, and the surrendering of any live-animal mascots to a sanctuary.
d. To provide the members with social activities and events.
Article II—Membership/Impeachment
Section 1: Voting membership is open to all students, faculty, and staff at the university.
Section 2: Membership is open to all students without regard to race, religion, color, sex, national
origin, disability, age, veteran status, creed, marital status, public-assistance status, or sexual
orientation.
Section 3: To become a member, you must fill out the membership application form and return it
to the secretary of the club.
Section 4: Any member/officer may be impeached for misconduct (to be defined by the group—for
example, failure to perform duties, poor attendance, misuse of funds, etc.). The member/officer shall

be given a seven-day notice and an opportunity to defend himself or herself. This impeachment vote
shall require a two-thirds majority vote.
Article III—Officers
Section 1: The officers of this club shall consist of the president, vice president, secretary, and
treasurer.
Section 2: The duties of the officers are as follows:
a. President: Preside over all meetings of the club and serve as chair of the Executive Committee. Act
as official representative of the club at other meetings and events.
b. Vice President: Preside at meetings of the club and the Executive Committee in the absence of
the president. Succeed the president if he or she is unable to complete his or her term of office.
Coordinate committees.
c. Secretary: Record and produce minutes of all meetings. Handle the club’s correspondence.
d. Treasurer: Handle all financial transactions of the club. Maintain thorough and accurate records
of all transactions. Produce financial reports as required by the club.
Article IV—Meeting
Section 1: A regular meeting shall be held once each month during the academic year. A special
meeting may be called by the Executive Committee or by a petition of 10 percent of the voting
membership.
Section 2: Decisions of the club shall be enacted by a majority vote of the voting membership plus
one, unless otherwise stated in this constitution.
Constitution ratified: [month day, year]
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