
At first light he hears the door slam in the distance, an icy blast rattles the
inside of the cavernous shed and then begins a familiar, terrifying noise: the
shrieks of other ducks and the repeated whoosh of a pneumatic pump.

The noise and the clamour get nearer but this little white duck can’t run or fly
away – in fact he can barely move. His feathers are stiff, filthy and matted
from yesterday’s vomit and he is held firmly in a tiny cage as tight as a coffin –
one of many stretching almost as far as the eye can see. There are hundreds
more like him, row after row of young male ducks, their heads poking out
through the wire to facilitate the routine of abuse.

And then it happens! With practiced brutality, a gloved hand grabs his head, a
long metal tube is forced down his throat and a ridiculous
amount of boiled corn with fat is pumped into his stomach
in seconds. Not force-feeding but gavage to the French. 

The little white duck pants heavily because his distended
stomach makes it hard to breathe and he tries to shake
the spilled yellow muck from his eyes. If he’s lucky, his
throat won't have been ripped and he won’t die in agony
as the crumpled bird in the cage next to him did – just one
of a million in France who die this agonising way each year.

Help Viva! to free them and make Britain foie-gras free!
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for ChristmasCaged

“We used Viva! leaflets to help
make Winchester foie-gras free!
Everyone should get peacefully
active for animals.”
Marjorie Pooley

“We were appalled to see this
disgusting ‘food’ for sale at our local
garden centre and so we complained.
So we are delighted the company
have taken the decision to remove it.”
Irene and Mike Mason of Nailsea

“Viva! helps us
campaign with
confidence
and great free
materials. We
were delighted
a local
restaurant dropped foie-gras
recently. We couldn’t have done it
without Viva!”
Jan Yarker of Passive Pressure in Bromley

Your details It is cheaper and quicker for us to update your details if you are able to give us
the following:

Email address*

Telephone

Yes, I enclose a donation of:
£8          £12          £20          £50          other £

(Cheque made payable to Viva!)

OR Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Switch/Maestro/Solo (delete as appropriate)

Card no.

Valid from Expiry Issue no.

M M Y Y M M Y Y

Signature

Much of Viva!’s growth comes from sharing information with carefully selected groups. Tick the box if
you DON’T wish to participate.

Due to increased postage costs we no longer automatically send thank you letters. If you wish to be thanked
by post tick here           or by email tick here

Tick here if you would like to receive information on remembering Viva! in your will

* By giving us your email/phone number you are opting in to receiving updates about Viva!’s work. If at any time
you prefer not to receive these contact us at info@viva.org.uk or on 0117 944 1000

Please return to: Viva!, 8 York Court, Wilder Street, Bristol BS2 8QH

YES, please send me a door-dropper pack of leaflets        or action pack

YES, I have filled in my Gift Aid declaration overleaf

YES, I want to help Viva! make Britain foie-gras free
Or donate online at www.viva.org.uk/foiegras, or by phone on 
0117 944 1000 (Mon-Fri, 9-5)

Join the fight for a foie-gras free Britain!
Why not join the people above and hundreds of other Viva! supporters
campaigning to free the foie-gras ducks and geese? From simply writing to a
restaurant near you that sells foie-gras, to do door-dropping to even
organising a peaceful demonstration we’re here to help. Order your free
materials today and let’s get to it!

Viva! and our supporters work together for a foie-gras
free Britain!



But it’s not all over as the torture will
happen again in the afternoon and
will be repeated twice-daily until his
liver is sufficiently diseased – has
swollen to ten-times its normal size and
can be called foie-gras.

No wonder Viva! coined the term
‘torture in a tin’ to describe this ‘luxury.’
No wonder we have exposed our
Government’s hypocrisy over foie-gras –
they say they will prosecute anyone who
produces it in Britain yet allow its
importation. Quoting ‘trade rules’ is a
cop out for they could act if they had the will.  

France has no qualms at all about its annual 34 million foie-gras ducks and has
cemented this torture into its ‘historical heritage’. A similar number of
females are slaughtered as ducklings simply because they don’t put on weight
as quickly as their brothers, often being tossed alive into mincing machines.
Now joining the bid for the palate of the decadent wealthy is Hungary and
China, who are ramping up their production of foie-gras. 

It is hard for a comparatively small organisation such as Viva! to take on the
world but we have been doing so for nearly a decade now and not without
success. We were the driving force behind the ban earlier this year on selling
foie-gras in California – the world’s fifth largest economy!

At home, we have distributed hundreds of thousands of leaflets thanks to you.
We and our supporters have held peaceful demos across the UK and contacted
innumerable retailers with our ironically-titled DVD – The Wonderful World of
Gavage. Makro, Lidl, House of Fraser, Harvey Nichols, Selfridges and countless
smaller delicatessens and restaurants have
dumped it as a result. We have even
secured the backing of Prince Charles.

We have been successfully fighting this
cruel trade on three fronts: persuading
retailers to drop foie-gras; educating
consumers not to buy it; and
campaigning to secure a ban on
imports. The national headlines we’ve
generated have sparked a debate
which we are winning hands down. 

Those continuing to sell foie-gras do so
with embarrassment but Christmas, the time of
indulgence, is when they think they can reinvigorate their vile trade. We
intend to stop them! The successes we’ve achieved have exhausted our
campaign materials and we need to reprint them so we can continue our
fight for a foie-gras free Britain. We need to provide our army of door
droppers with something to deliver; we need to reproduce hundreds of
copies of our extraordinarily persuasive DVD and distribute them to
restaurateurs who still haven’t got the message; and we need to keep up
with developments on the Continent and try to obtain new footage.

I know you’ve heard it all before but it does all cost money – but you also
know that we use your donations to successfully fight for the animals.
Although times are hard, the suffering continues unless the Viva!s of this
world fight to end it – and that is why we need your help. Any donation will
be gratefully received and will enable us to offer hope to those millions of
caged and terrified ducks.

Order our door-dropper leaflets or action pack and get active for foie-gras
ducks today! And please send whatever you can afford so you are part of our
fight to end suffering this Christmas. A sincere thank you.

Yours for the animals

Juliet Gellatley, founder and director
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One million birds die in Fr
ance each

year during foie-gras production

Caged for Christmas: it is no wonder foie-
gras has been dubbed ‘torture in a tin’

Yes, I’d like to give Viva! a monthly gift of:
£3          £5          £10          other £

This is a new SO/replacement SO/additional SO (delete as appropriate)

Bank instructions: Please pay the above amount, monthly, until further notice.

Start date (at least one month from now) Account number

Name (as it appears on your card) Sort code

Today’s date

Bank address
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Postcode

Viva! is a charity! Use Gift
Aid to make your donation
go further. For every
pound donated we can
receive an extra 25p from the Inland Revenue.

Yes! I am a UK taxpayer and would like Viva! to treat all donations that
I have made in the last 4 years, and all
donations that I make from the date of
this declaration as Gift Aid donations*.

*NB. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax in each year (6th April to 5th April)
at least equal to the tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs that you donate to will
reclaim on your donations for that tax year (25p on every £1 you give). Please notify us if you no longer
pay sufficient tax, want to cancel this declaration, or change your name or home address. If you pay a
higher tax rate, you can claim further relief in your Self Assessment tax return.

Viva! use only

Bank – please
quote the following reference

To the Co-operative Bank (08-90-24)
for the credit of Viva! 
account 50044867
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Viva! fights for a foie-gras free Britain

It really helps us to plan our campaigns if
you can give a monthly donation

Please return to Viva!, not to your bank: 
Viva!, 8 York Court, Wilder Street, Bristol BS2 8QH

Please 
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donation


