


it was a cold winter day, and 

hungry and her stomach hurt. 

there was nowhere she could 
go to escape the cold. inside. She wished she could 

go inside and be with them, 
even for just a few minutes.

Maybe Justin would give her a 
pat on the head and scratch 

Maybe Ashley would slip her a 
scrap of bread when Mom and 
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So she crawled under a piece of 

the closest thing to shelter that 
she had. 

Justin liked to play 
tug of war with her.

and tried to catch it.

At night, Ashley would pick her 

with her under the covers.



But sometimes, Justin and 

she just couldn’t hold it 
anymore, she would have an 

She would get so excited when 
her family came home that she 
would jump up on them and 
try to lick their faces—that’s 

in the wild. 

But Dad would 
get angry and 
push her away.

why weren’t they
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on the legs of the sofa.

aching gums.

She didn’t realize that her family considered the couch for humans 

would throw for her in the yard.
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done that she ordered Justin to take her outside.

she thought she and Justin 
were going outside to play.
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without even a backward glance.

in the house again. 



remembered was being so hot 

head felt like it was on fire.

In the winter, she could 
never get warm and had 

the cold, hard ground. 
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She remembered the time when the other 
dogs started coming around. She didn’t 
understand why they were bothering her, 
and she wished they would go away. 

She tried to get away 
from them, but she 
couldn’t—she had 
nowhere to run or hide. 

warm when it was cold outside.  



after midnight, she gave birth to

They were damp and nearly 

she must do something to 

She tried to lie on top of them 
to warm them with her body heat, 

grew colder and colder.

From the sidewalk, 

the frozen ground.
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What’s 
that?
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babies.

save your babies, 
could you, girl?

We have to do 
something. The 

a proper burial.

Wait, I think we 

she thinks we 
should do.



That’s cruelty to animals! 

the humane society.

The kids ran to Rachel’s 
house and told her mother
what they had found.
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from her chain ...

Where are you 
taking her?

I’m taking her back 
to the animal shelter, 

and warm.

... and gently gathered 
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ADOPT

FRIEND.

HUMANE SOCIETY

A NEW

Adoption Pending

over with your 
father when he 

gets home.
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Mom, we could

home . . .



Are you kids 
ready for 

some lunch?
be there

 in a minute.

i’m so glad your 
mom and dad let 

she deserved a 
who are chained up had 

out for them.

This fictional story was inspired by the true story of a dog in Afton, N.Y., 

but thanks to the group of children who discovered them, the dog’s 
owner was charged with 10 counts of cruelty to animals.
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Five Ways You Can Help Neglected Dogs

1  If you know people whose 
dog lives outside on a chain, 
urge them to let their dog 

animal control or the humane society.

backyard dog’s guardians to take 

in the wintertime—you might be the 
only bright spot in the dog’s day. 
(But make sure the dog is friendly 

)

4  Order PETA’s “chained dog” stickers 
at PETALiterature.com to help spread 
the word. 

5  Visit PETAKids.com for 
more tips on how you can 
help chained dogs and 
other animals. 

Five Ways You Can Help Neglected Dogs



Sad

D O G

Dogs study human faces to read 

what we want them to do.

A dog named Rico has learned more 
than 200 words and can remember 

more than a month. Scientists say 
his learning ability is equal to that 
of a 3-year-old child.

than humans do. They can even detect a single drop 

their cages. Video cameras showed that he always let out his best friend, Lucky, 
first. He and Lucky were found together as strays. 



Let Dogs Live Indoors.

Check out PETAKids.com today
for information, games, contests, and more.

Do you want to help dogs
and other abused animals?


